
T o  t h e  F a m i l y  o f  O u r  H o n o r e d  W e s t m i n s t e r  H e r o  

W i t h  D e e p e s t  G r a t i t u d e  F o r  t h e  S a c r i f i c e  o f  S S g t  D e  L a  C r u z .   H e  e n l i s t e d  o n  
D e c e m b e r  1 1 ,  1 9 4 1 .   After many bombing missions, on Oct. 14, 1944, Martín’s B-24 Liberator was shot 
down, and the crew of 10 was declared MIA, until Martín’s body was recovered and brought to rest in Westminster.  
His easy-going style magnified his devotion to Country and to the Cause of Freedom.  His Legacy and Spirit Lives on!        

S S g t  D e  L a  C r u z ’ s   D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e  i s  a n  I n s p i r a t i o n  T o  A l l !  

 

T h e  U n i t e d  M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n  V e t e r a n s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
H o n o r i n g  t h e  P a s t ,  A p p r e c i a t i n g  t h e  P r e s e n t  a n d  I n s p i r i n g  t h e  F u t u r e !  

u m a v a . o r g  

M a r t í n  D e  L a  C r u z ,  S S g t  U S  A r m y  A C  W W I I  

09/29/12 

Antonio Méndez, WWII - US Army, Silver Star 

A p p r e c i a t i o n  C e r t i f i c a t e    

Frank Ramírez, Korea - US Army, Silver Star  

Ralph Colin, Vietnam - US Army, Bronze Star  

Francisco J. Barragán  CPA, CIA    Commander 
US Marines & CA Army National Guard 



 
 
 
 

S S g t  D E  L A  C R U Z ,  M A R T Í N  P . ,  U . S .  A r m y  A i r  C o r p s .  W W I I  
 
M a r t í n  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  o u r  s i x  f a l l e n  h e r o e s  f r o m  W e s t m i n s t e r  t o  e n t e r  t h e  a r m e d  
f o r c e s   - -   f o u r  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  a t t a c k  o n  P e a r l  H a r b o r .   O n  D e c e m b e r  1 1 t h  1 9 4 1 ,  h e  
r a i s e d  h i s  h a n d ,  t o o k  t h e  o a t h  a n d  e n t e r e d  a c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  C a l i -
f o r n i a .    
 
M a r t í n  w a s  b o r n  i n  B u e n a  P a r k ,  C a l i f o r n i a  o n  J u l y  2 9 t h ,  1 9 1 8 .   I n  t i m e  h i s  f a m i l y  m o v e d  
t o  W e s t m i n s t e r ,  a n d  h e  a t t e n d e d  g r a m m a r  s c h o o l s  t h e r e  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  1 7 t h  S t r e e t  
S c h o o l  i n  1 9 3 2 .   A f t e r  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  s t u d y  a t  H u n t i n g t o n  B e a c h  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  h e    
g r a d u a t e d  i n  J u n e ,  1 9 3 6 .   M a r t í n  h a d  c l o s e  k n i t  f a m i l y ,  s i x  s i b l i n g s  a n d  M o m ,  
M a r c e l i n a  a n d  d a d  P a b l o .   H i s  e a s y - g o i n g  s t y l e ,  o n  t h e  r e s e r v e d  a n d  q u i e t  s i d e ,  h e  w a s  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  p o p u l a r  w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d s  a n d  e n j o y e d  h i s  y o u t h  i n  W e s t m i n s t e r ,  f i r s t  l i v i n g  
o n  M a i n  S t r e e t  a n d  l a t e r  o n  W y o m i n g  S t r e e t  w h i c h  i s  w h e r e  h e  l e f t  f r o m  w h e n  h e  b i d  
h i s  f a m i l y  g o o d b y e  t h a t  D e c e m b e r  d a y .   
 
M a r t í n  f i r s t  j o i n e d  t h e  A r m y ,  b u t  l a t e r  r e q u e s t e d  a n d  o b t a i n e d  C a d e t  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  t h e n  
A i r  C o r p s .   H i s  f i r s t  t r a i n i n g  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  A A  C o r p s  b e c a m e  t h e  n e a r b y  S A A  B a s e ,  a  
s t a t i o n  h e  h o p e d  w o u l d  p r e p a r e  h i m  f o r  e v e n t u a l  p i l o t  t r a i n i n g ;  t h a t  d r e a m  w a s  n o t  t o  
m a t e r i a l i z e .   T h e  S A A  B a s e  i s   w h e r e  h i s  f a m i l y  v i s i t e d  o n  o c c a s i o n ;  o t h e r  s t a t i o n s    
e n s u e d :   A r i z o n a ,  H a m i l t o n ,  M a r c h ,  F r e s n o ,  a m o n g  o t h e r s ,  f i n a l l y  b e i n g  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  
A e r i a l  G u n n e r y  S c h o o l  i n  L a r e d o ,  T e x a s  w h e r e  h e  q u a l i f i e d  a n d  g r a d u a t e d  i n            
D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 4 3 .   
 
H i s  o v e r s e a s  a s s i g n m e n t  w a s  w i t h  t h e  2 2 n d  B o m b e r  G r o u p  “ T h e  R e d  R a i d e r s ” ,  4 0 8 t h  
S q u a d r o n  o f  t h e  F i f t h  A i r  F o r c e  C o m m a n d .   A f t e r  m a n y  b o m b i n g  m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  S o u t h  
P a c i f i c  T h e a t r e  a s  a  t a i l  g u n n e r  o n  a  B - 2 4  L i b e r a t o r  ( m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  h r s . ) ,  i n  l a t e  1 9 4 3  
o r  e a r l y  1 9 4 4 ,  M a r t í n  w a s  p r o m o t e d  t o  S S g t .   O n  1 4  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 4 4  o n  a  m i s s i o n  o v e r  
B a l i k p a p a n ,  B o r n e o  M a r t í n ’ s  B - 2 4  w a s  s h o t  d o w n ,  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  c r e w  o f  t e n  w a s       
d e c l a r e d  M i s s i n g - i n - A c t i o n  a n d  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h a t  s t a t u s  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  w h e n  
M a r t í n ’ s  r e m a i n s  w e r e  r e c o v e r e d  a n d  b r o u g h t  b a c k  t o  W e s t m i n s t e r ,  w h e r e  h e  n o w  r e s t s  
a t  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  m e m o r i a l  P a r k  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  B e a c h  B l v d .  a n d  H a z a r d  S t r e e t .   


